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In order for Sweden to be able to meet the growing demand for renewable fuels in a sustainable way 

and be a pioneering country in the field, the production of domestically produced biofuels needs to 

increase, as well as the production of renewable electricity and electric vehicle batteries. 

The EU's new taxonomy is a tool that classifies which investments are environmentally sustainable or 

not. This will have far-reaching consequences for both the energy sector and the business community 

as a whole. 

BiodrivMitt welcomes the EU's efforts to engage the financial sector to invest in the transition to a 

carbon neutral economy. 

BiodrivMitt considers it important to combine a high environmental ambition with predictable rules 

for renewable electricity production, avoidance of overlapping legislation and that the taxonomy 

should be used for all financial products and not only create extra reporting requirements for those 

who already work with sustainability. 

BiodrivMitt fully supports ambitious climate goals and a rapid transition of the European energy 

system. The financial sector will play a key role in this change. In our view, the EU should use general 

incentives, mainly carbon prices, to achieve these objectives, strengthen the emissions trading 

system and introduce carbon taxes in all Member States and all sectors of the economy, combined 

with fair sustainability criteria. This will lead to the most cost-effective transition and be in line with 

the European Union's fundamental idea, to create a free and open common market where different 

solutions can compete. 

Swedish hydropower and Swedish biofuels would be greatly disadvantaged by the submitted 

proposal for taxonomy. Large parts of Swedish forestry also risk being considered unsustainable, as 

do, for example, our nuclear power, mining industry, steel production and the automotive industry. 

However, the question of whether nuclear power can be considered sustainable has not yet been 

decided. It is currently being investigated by the Commission's Joint Research Center. 

The energy companies in Sweden believe that the requirements proposed in the energy area pose a 

major threat to Sweden's climate change. Among other things, 87 percent of Swedish electricity 

production risks falling outside the regulations, despite the fact that it is practically fossil-free. Green 

capital will thus not fully support the development of the Swedish power system when Swedish 

society and Swedish industry are facing enormous electrification. This would then entail a higher cost 

for the conversion. 

Bioenergy accounts for 38 percent of final energy use in Sweden. As in the EU as a whole, bioenergy 

is the leading source of renewable energy and will be an important contributor to reducing climate 

change in the coming decades. Without the use of bioenergy, climate goals cannot be achieved! 
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Based on this, we strongly disagree with the categorization of bioenergy as a "transitional activity" in 

taxonomy! Bioenergy is a renewable energy source on a par with all other renewable energy sources. 

It is basically solar energy that is captured by trees and other plants, which produces chemically 

stored energy that can be used for both solid, liquid and gaseous renewable fuels to replace fossil 

fuels and play a strategic role in a completely carbon-free and 100 percent renewable energy system. 

. Bioenergy is carbon neutral! 

Taxonomy has not captured the enormous potential of the land-based sectors; agriculture, forestry 

and aquaculture, to contribute to climate reduction. Europe has large untapped resources of 

underutilized and abandoned agricultural land and underdeveloped forestry. Using these resources 

in an optimal way will reduce emissions from fossil fuels, improve energy security and create jobs 

and economic development in rural areas and peripheral regions in the EU and in neighboring 

countries. Restrictions on agricultural crops are unnecessary. 

The sustainability criteria agreed in RED II are sufficient to guarantee the sustainability of biomass 

and biofuels. 

The EU has instead chosen to formulate more and more detailed rules in a number of directives and 

legal acts. The taxonomy, state aid regulation, directives on renewable energy and energy efficiency 

contain unnecessarily detailed rules, where the EU favors certain solutions over others, completely 

contrary to the principle of technology neutrality, which should be a guide for fair legislation. 

The proposed taxonomy is not in line with the overall political and legal framework, which recognizes 

the important role of biogas in sectoral integration, the circular economy, the decarbonisation of 

transport and other sectors, which reduces methane emissions in agriculture and waste 

management. 

 

 


